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CIVIL WAR lEITERS HOME

SOPHIA BURLEIGH GilMAN

Sophia Burleigh, was born January 5, 1798, in Walden. Vermont. the daughter
of Joseph and Molly (Cate) Burteigh. Her parents were Sanbornton fOlks who had
moved, with some of their fniB daughters, to Vemront just a few years before Sophiafs
birth. Another son and daughter were born to them in Vermont as Vleit Her brothers
Robert and Joseph had remained in Sanbornlon when the family moved. Robert to be
raised by his Uncle Robert Burleigh and Joseph by his Uncle David Burleigh.

Sophia's father had served as a sergeant in the Revolution, mustered in at
Kingston. NH. by Josiah Bartlett for the year 1780. He and Molly lived in Sanbornton
until sometime prior to 1796. They next lived several years in Vermont before moving
to Sl Armand) Canada] where he died sometime after -1800. At Sophia's fathers death.
her mother returned to Sanbornton, with most of her surviving chi1dren, to live with her
father, James Cate.

It is probable that Sophia, still a very young child. once in Sanbornton was
raised by Peter Sanders Jr. and his wife Sarah (Hutchins) Sanders as they had no
children of their own. Sophia"s Uncle Jonathan Cafe. was mamed to Sarah Sanders, a
sister of Peter Je so there was a family connection and history says Sophia was raised
on the Peter Sanders place. She also named her first son Peter Sanders Gilman and
her second daughter Sarah Sanders Gilman. Naming children after their parents
and/or grandparents was very much the fashion of !he day so this may have been her
way of recognizing the Sanders parental rofe in her fife.

On December 16. 1816. eighteen year old Sophia. married Moses Gilman, a
Veteran of the war of 1812. Her new husband had been wounded in the hip during that
war and would carry the effects of the wound the rest of his Ufe. it was said that he was
'so wounded, that his skin was broken in four places by the same bait"

Moses and Sophia built a house on Philbrook Road in Sanbornton where they

lived for 11 years. They then moved up the road a few housesc,to the Peter Sanders
place, which is the house in which Sophsa had been brought up.

Moses and Sophia Gilman had seven children. Peter Sanders bom in 1817,
Mary Ann, 1818; Albert Alonzo, 1821; Sarah Sanders, 1823; John Howard. 1825;
Moses Bartlett, 1829; and Freeman DeGolia. 1840.

Sophials husband Moses, died September 26, 1854,. so did not see his sons go

off to war. Sophia, hO\vever, waited and prayed for the safe return of three of her sons.
John Howard Gilman, who served two years in Vermont·s 6th Regiment, Moses Bartlett
Gilman, a member of New Hampshire's 12th Regiment and Freeman DaGatia Gilman,
who served 3 months in New Hampshire's 1st Regiment and then joined the IIStudentsUi

(R.I.) Cavalry.



IlisMoscs 'Bm:den.6~ thatI have c:bm.--en tu fnDowin ~ 'Idters'. He "'as
married to Eveline AIvilla Johnson, on May 5~ lS61. He enlisted ,from Sanbornton Anoanst

)3" 1862" and was ~ at C~. NlI;,Jufy 6".1 1865.

AU tbree ofSuphill"s sons retumed. 101m ("',.IDle hack ro fimlt m VeBhire

Vermoot" with bis \.¥i,1e Nanc)' (PrescotiJ nihmm ,and fi\;oc children. Freeman Married Kate
Sab.in" ofMontpdier:" Vt.,. and eventually came b3ck to Sanbornton to fam1. He moved -in

with his elderly .limber" tmd there, rised ms three sons_Moses came borne and became a
fi:mer as well.. occupying a farm 00 HunlinsPond Rood in Smmomkm.. He and Eveline
had no d.likfren.

Sophia moo.in ~ 1anuary itl, i81&"at the ~ oriR Hcr body lie
beside that ofher husband in a quiet cemetery 00 Pfu.1hrook Road in the.neighborhood
where 1he)'badspen:t meir li¥"'eS.

I was 00nl in the old Village ofHu4 NR. After my :m~ to Jean Auger, I
came ID It,,'e in Sanbom1oD.,. N.H.. where both my patem:aE and Jnate.rnal gmpAparent5 bad
lived.

Hlstmy has always been .aDmterest in my life., Rfsean:hing and writin&, making
bisroriraUy roared: 000. h'Gusesrepresentingmy ~-mrs" coDedingantiques(bits of
msfoq) •.and as a re-enadoc living historically bas been a long time p3SSron.. Willi·this.

interest I conect old photngrapbs ofSanbomron subjects" (people" !rouses"road~ bridges,
sch~ etc,,) which are· uften used to keep ow histUI)' 'aliYe'~

After raising five children and a working career that spanned 40 years (27 ~ "\\ith

die State ofNH), I retired to enjo.y my ele¥oo~, B (soon to be l4) great­
gnmdchildrenand illmdnlge my love ofhistm)~

Kier is my Jmmg~ grnndson. He began re-ena.ctmg \\lith me when he was ten

}l:mS oM and sbJj dresses up and panieipares occasionally smnetimes as a Rev~ War
soldier, and now as a soldier in the Civil War. He gmduated from ~"H this past spring,

and is now working in Keene,l\1fH. He is also a member of Sanbornton '$ fire Department.

Earl Leighton

Earl is a Stmboottoo native whose roots in this town gP back a number of
2eneratiOO5. HismteTest in me Ci\il War is also tlee.n rooted in f&m"k bistmv. He~ . y. ~9 .~
o~ severalbusinessesandis wellknowll in Sanbornton 3S Ominmmnf the Budget

Ccmmrttee. :a.nrv;;:irinn be has held fora number of\ccars.. H.e a]s..'}bas a love ofbistory~~v, ~ ~

at1boogh Urisis the fn time be bas dressed up and played 'the pmt

""r'



1he people and information in the tetters is factual though not written by Moses R Gilman. It is
however,. as near as posslb~ehow and ••mat he would have written. The fcl~o'Ninalist is of aU the
veo:P~€vlno were used inrhe 'Clvii War letters Horne. -

Evelyn Corliss Auger

Ambrose, Thomas L., (Chaplain) ofOssipec_
B~ Ed"inE Beedee(tl) mMeredifu
Bickford, John
Care,. Charles
Cmrley. James

Chapman, Gus
Donovan,. lohn
flow, C}--IUS

Drown. Charles
Dyer_ Mary Ann
Edgerly, Charles
Gilman, Alba
Gilman, Andrew
GilmML Charles

Gilman" Eveline A. (Johnwn)
Gilman" Freeman DeGolia

Gilman. George
~John
Gib:rum. Kale (Sabine)

Gilman., Lucy
Gilman,. Moses Bartlett

Gil:man, Nancy (prescolf)

ffifm:'l:n Scphia {Burleigh}
GilirIan.. Ward

HaILGoorge
ffimnafORi, Arthur
Hmes,CIark
ffudge" 101m

Howe, Alanson

HDwe. George
Huwe, Rufus
Johnson,. Charles Sr.
Johnsoo,. Cbarfes Jr.
Johnson, John
Jones, John
funes, ros.iah

Kidder, Henry
Lea\·-itt, lonatkm

lin~M..ary (rOOd)

Longstreet, Gen.
~1artin,. William
Mooers, John
Morrill, Bf'adbmy M. (Lt)
Osgooti Fred
Potter, Joseph H. (Col) of Concord.

Robinson" Ira

Robinson" 'Villiam
Sanborn" .Benjmnin
Sanborn. Osarr
SnLitlL George

Snlitb. WaIrenl

$\.vam.,Geo~
Taylor, Jooafu;m

Wadley, AlbeIt

Weeks. Benjamin

"W"bipple, Thmnas 1 { Cot}


